1702 Galway Pl

El Cajon, Ca 92020

October 21, 1999

Editor

International Travel News

2120 28th Street

Sacramento, Ca 95818

Dear Ed;

It was March and I was doing my final qualification inquiry of the Onda Verde Hotel in Praiano, Italy.  We had planned to spend a week on the Amalfi Coast and this seemed to be an ideal solution.  Flanked by Sorrento and Positano on the west and Amalfi and Solerno on the east, this location gave the promise of a practical car free holiday.  The Internet web site was outstanding.  The Blue Week half board special pricing in October of this 3 star hotel was very attractive.

But I had to hold my breath as the key question had to be addressed:  “ How many steps are there from the street level to your main lobby?”  At the time, my wife was entering the serious side of arthritis pain in her ankles and wrists.  It was still too early to tell how much further these pains would expand.  Compensating with trip insurance didn’t seem like and option.

The answer from the hotel:  “Don’t worry for your wife.  From the parking of our hotel where the stop the bus, we have the elevator up to the reception and in the rooms.”  So, we elected to bet our bundle on the Internet representation and a brief correspondence with the manager.

On October 7, we entered the Onda Verde parking lot.  Before we found the elevator a  Connecticut couple volunteered that this was a truly special and lovely place.  We took the elevator down six floors and entered a well lit tunnel that lead to an open and nicely done lobby area.  I had nothing but smiles.  The good features in the Internet were real!

Our room provided a panoramic view of the ocean, looking to the east.  Below us were small fishing boats tied up at buoys as well as beached in a small cove to our left. This cove served as a swimming beach and a loading dock for the water taxi to Capri.

I found there were 25 steps from our room to the hotel restaurant.  Rooms on the next floor up would only face 10 or 15 steps.  For those eager for a trip to Capri, it was a 53 step descent and about a 200 yard ramped walkway to the cove.   I am pleased to report my wife’s condition improved to where she could enjoy active days of tourism.  

Unfortunately, another lady had a severe attack of foot pains.  Rather than abandoning the trip, she elected to stay and enjoy the pleasant surroundings since she didn’t feel there was any rush to get home.

Donald C Harder

